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30th August 2013 
 
Dear Councillor Cook 

 
Two way cycling on one way streets 

 

The executive committee of the Putney Society has now endorsed (with minor revisions) the 

draft letter that was informally discussed at our meeting on the 30
th

 of July 2013. This is 

now submitted for your kind attention. 

 

Some London boroughs have introduced two way cycling on one way streets by simply 

erecting signs stating that access is one way except for cyclists. The Putney Society strongly 

suggests that Wandsworth do the same starting with the streets in the immediate vicinity of 

Putney High Street, in particular the one way streets of :- 

• Norroy Road, 

• Chelverton Road, 

• Montserrat Road, 

• Werter Road and 

• Disraeli Road. 

 

The plan below shows the degree of inconvenience experienced by cyclists living in 

proximity to the High Street. Taking Sainsbury’s store on Werter Road as a typical daily 

destination, the plan illustrates that the one way system on the above mentioned roads 

involves lengthy detours for cyclists. The blue lines illustrate the outward journeys to the 

store from locations in the vicinity while the red lines show the return journeys. The table 

estimates the distance of these journeys and shows that in some cases the outward and 

return journeys differ by a factor of up to 5. The table also compares the longest cycling 

journey with a “crow flies” distance and reveals that in the case of Disraeli Road the former 

may exceed the latter by a factor close to 7. 

 

A further consideration is that cyclists who reside to the east of Sainsbury’s are required to 

negotiate the High Street (by making two right turns, one of which is restricted) in order to 

return via Montserrat Road. In addition to the inconvenience, this incurs an unnecessary 

accident risk with vehicles and pedestrians. 



 

Bearing in mind the Mayor’s policy to encourage cycling, and the responsibility of London 

boroughs to promote sustainable transport, we suggest that allowing two way cycling on 

one way streets would be a positive step involving very little expense. We are advised that 

the boroughs of Kensington & Chelsea, Lambeth and the City of London have already done 

this with no adverse effects and we note that there are precedents already in Wandsworth 

(e.g. a section of Frogmore and the current trials in Balham). We urge Wandsworth to follow 

suit. Moreover, since many people presently do cycle in the “wrong” direction on the above 

mentioned roads there would be merit in legalising what is already happening if only to 

warn vehicle drivers. Appropriate publicity would, of course, be required to advise 

pedestrians of the change and to take extra care when crossing the road and, we assume, a 

consultation will take place to secure residents’ approval of the proposals.   

 

The driving community often complain that cycling in the wrong direction on one way 

streets is dangerous and that all road users should conform to same traffic directions. We 

dispute this. 

• Cycling into oncoming traffic allows cyclists to see and react to potential hazards, more 

so than is the case with traffic approaching from the rear. 

• One way systems are designed for the convenience and safety of vehicle drivers, often 

because the volume of traffic exceeds the capacity of the road, and/or junctions, or the 

width of the road is constrained by parked cars. If more people cycled instead of driving, 

and there were fewer cars, the need for one way systems might no longer be necessary. 

On this understanding there is no justifiable reason why cyclists should suffer the same 

restrictions to movement as the problem is not of their making. 

 

Finally, we are pleased that Barclay’s Bikes will come to Putney and applaud your 

cooperation in this regard. Their use, however, may well depend on freedom of movement 

and to this end there is merit in the suggestion contained in this letter. 

 

We do hope that you will give this suggestion your attention and look forward to your 

response. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Irwin 

Transport Panel Convenor, Putney Society 
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Distance to cycle (m) To From     Crow Flies

1 Norroy Road 1,330             336               240               
2 Chelverton Road 940                730               245               
3 Montserrat Road 505                285               140               
4 Oxford Road 295                530               265               
5 Disraeli Road 1,010             750               148               
6 Werter Road 130                650               125               

Factor difference Longest/Shortest Longest/Crow Flies

1 Norroy Road 4.0                 5.5                
2 Chelverton Road 1.3                 3.8                
3 Montserrat Road 1.8                 3.6                
4 Oxford Road 1.8                 2.0                
5 Disraeli Road 1.3                 6.8                
6 Werter Road 5.0                 5.2                

Note : Distance taken from mid point on roads as shown in the map

 Sainsbury’s supermarket 
 

Journeys from Sainsbury’s following one way system 
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